
 

 

 

 

Rhythm of Learning Music School 
Newsletter – January 2020 

Now is the time to jumpstart 
the new year by learning a new 
instrument! Learn to sing, play 
the piano, drums, guitar, and 

many more.  
We are the music experts!  

Open Monday to Friday  
12:00 pm – 8:00 pm and  

Saturday and Sunday  
12:00 pm – 6:00 pm.   

 All ages are welcome! 
If you sign up now, you will get 

your first lesson free! 

∗ Guest Speakers 
∗ Birthday Parties 
∗ Talent Shows 

∗ Special 
Performances 

 

New in 2020 
 ∗ Music Festivals 

∗ Sound Therapy 
∗ Art and Music 

Fusion Class 
∗ Karaoke Nights 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

122 Hawthorn Center, Suite 423 (Inside the mall, next to Dave & Buster’s), Vernon Hills, IL 60061 
Phone: 847-281-7222 

Email: info@rlmusicschool.com 
Website: www.rlmusicschool.com 

 

Our Programs 
Individual Classes: 

• Piano/Keyboard 
• Guitar/Ukulele 
• Violin/Viola/Cello 
• Drums 
• Accordion 
• Brass Instruments  

o Flute 
o Clarinet 
o Trumpet  
o Trombone 
o French Horn 
o Saxophone 

Group Classes: 

• Infant/Toddler’s Music 

o Ages 15-35 Months 

• Folklore  

o Ages 5-12 Years 

• Children’s Choir 

o Ages 3-12 Years 

• Adult Vocal 

Meet Our Teachers 

Margarita Shvets 
(Founder, Director, piano teacher, and music theory teacher) 
 
From a very early age growing up in Russia, Margarita possessed a passion for music, 
which evolved into a successful and fruitful career as a teacher to students of all ages.  
Her rich musical education began at a music piano school and music college in 
Bryansk. She graduated with high honors. Her degree was in piano teaching, music 
theory, and choir conducting. She received her Master’s degree in music at the 
Moscow State Pedagogical Institute. Coinciding with her music degree, Margarita also 
obtained her Master’s degree in psychology and methods of primary education at 
Moscow State Pedagogical Institute. 
 
Upon moving to the United States, she obtained her Montessori certification and 
opened a thriving Montessori school. It is known as Vernon Hills Montessori 
Academy. She developed the Rhythm of Learning method of teaching music.  
 
Margarita is an accomplished author who has written two books on the important 
and powerful role that music plays in education and in your life. Her teaching and 
leadership skills inspire all those who know her.  
 
 

Rhythm of Learning Music School 
 

https://www.instagram.com/ 
therhythmoflearning/ 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
rhythmoflearningmusicschool
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Meet Our Teachers (continued) 

Michael Ackerman  
(Educational Coordinator and flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, 
and trombone teacher) 
 
Michael Ackerman began studying music at age 5. At age 9, Michael started 
playing the trumpet studying with members of the Chicago Symphony orchestra. 
Since graduating from Northeastern Illinois University, Michael has been a band 
director for the past 23 years. He performs with the Illinois Brass Band, Cap N 
Funk and the Groove Train and also Funk Du Jour. 
 
Michael also has a Masters degree in Music education from Boston University. He 
offers lessons in the areas of woodwinds and all brass instruments. He works 
with a variety of students, all ages and skill levels. 
 

Zanetta Mrugalska 
(Assistant Director, piano, and flute teacher) 
 
Zanetta was born and raised in Poland. As a young child, she would go with her 
mother to work at the local music school.  Early on, she knew she wanted to 
dedicate her life to music education. In 1996, she graduated with honors from the 
Music College in Poznan studying piano, flute, and choir direction. She recieved 
her master’s degree in Music. She began teaching at the age of 18, and has 
specialized experience working with children.  
 
Zanetta has a deep passion for music and has traveled extensively throughout  
Europe and the United States singing in choirs and performing in orchestras. 
 

Ricky Georgen 
(Drums and bass guitar teacher) 
 
Ricky is a multi-instrumentalist from Palatine, IL. He has been playing music 
since the age of 8. After gaining experience from years of performing, recording, 
and touring throughout the Midwest, he feels that it is now time to share his 
passion for music with those who are eager to learn.   
  
He graduated from Harper College with an Associate’s degree in music.  With 
almost a decade of teaching experience, Ricky helps develop new musical talent 
teaching all ages, from beginner to advanced.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Igor Antipov 
(Violin teacher) 
 
Igor is an experienced classical violinist who has performed around the world.  He began 
playing violin at the age of six and has perfect pitch.  He provides private and group lessons 
for students of a broad range of age and abilities.  
  
Igor trained many students for  the Illinois Grade School Music Association contests, and 
The Granquist Music Competitions (Geneva, IL).  All of the students that he trained have 
received awards at these contests. He has participated in Walgreen’s National Concerto 
Competitions, and the All-America Student Orchestra in Carnegie Hall, and has trained 
students to enter Midwest Young Artists and Naperville Symphony orchestras.  
  
Igor currently offers lessons to students at the age of six through adult.  Lessons can be 
conducted in English or Russian, and music books for intermediate and advanced students 
will be provided. 
 

Meet Our Teachers (continued) 

Irene Hampton 
(Accordion, domra, and balalaika teacher) 
 
Irene has performed as a professional musician around the world.  
She attended music schools throughout her childhood, and later graduated from the 
Moscow University of Culture.  She then worked in Moscow’s government cultural 
places as a music teacher, event coordinator, and as an accordionist in Osipov’s 
Orchestra and other groups and as a solo performer.  
  
Since moving to Chicago, Irene has played for many community events.  She now 
teaches accordion, domra, and balalaika to students of all ages, beginner to 
advanced. 
 

Anna Mazur-Krawczyk 
(Voice teacher) 
 
Anna is a mezzo-soprano operatic singer who studied at the Katowice Academy of 
Music in Poland.  She has performed on international stages in Germany, 
Switzerland, Poland, France, Austria, and the United States.  
  
She has sung with the Sinfonietta de Paris, Munich Opera House, Lyric Opera of 
Chicago, DaCornetto Opera of Chicago.  She has received numerous awards and 
international recognition.  
  
Anna teaches voice lessons to students of all ages, ranging from beginner to 
advanced. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Naza Bakturova 
(Cello teacher) 
 
Naza is a professional classical Cellist who began teaching in 2015.  She teaches 
both children and adults, and teaches all levels, from beginner to advanced.  She 
conducts multiple yearly recitals with her students to showcase their growth in 
their musicianship.  
 
Naza has performed as a principal cellist with the Skokie Valley Symphony, 
Highland Park Strings, and Stevenson Community Orchestra.  At the age of 8, 
Naza was selected to study cello at a special music school.  She later graduated 
from Kyrgyz National Conservatory.  
 
She later attended and graduated from the Moscow Conservatory. 
 

Josh Gilbert 
(Guitar and Ukulele teacher) 
 
Josh is a guitarist with 30 years of playing experience.  
  
He has performed for and shared the stage with many artists and groups 
including Dead To Fall, October Rage, and Saliva.  
 
He began teaching in 2000, and has experience with various students of all ages 
and skill levels.  
  
Josh’s lessons are fun, relaxed, and geared towards the students’ expectations.  
 
His ultimate goal is to mold his students into the disciplined, confident, 
professional-sounding players they aspire to be. 
 

Meet Our Teachers (continued) 

Michelle Zaslavskaya 
(Voice teacher) 
 
Michelle was born into a musical background and began singing at the age of seven.  
She found her true musical passion after performing at a showcase as a child, and 
realized that her future endeavors would revolve around music.  In her adolescence, 
she trained with a vocal instructor from Juilliard.  
 
She now performs professionally in various musical acts around the Midwest.  
Recently in 2019, Michelle was casted on a reality TV show on Lifetime called “Ms. 
T’s Music Factory”.  
  
She started mentoring vocal students since 2016, and teaches a variety of students 
of all ages and skill levels. 
 


	Anna Mazur-Krawczyk
	Naza Bakturova
	Josh Gilbert
	Michelle Zaslavskaya

